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THE DEFENSELESS CHILD 

ing Curtiss Place a voluntary receiving 
home, where the defenseless child could 
abide, pending the arrival of the farmers 
who might leave orders for juvenile help, 
or offer homes to little ones whose board 
would be paid by parents or benevolent 
societies. 

Though the work was under way some 
time previous to this, the heart of the 
writer did not enthuse with this form of 
missionary effort until she came face to 
face with the distressing conditions of 
the defenseless child. 

This kind of work is much needed 
in our land. Distributing children in the 
country from the over-populated cities 
would be beneficial to homes. States, and 
nation. Forming humanity's unpromis- 
ing material, through the laws of train- 
ing and environment, into valuable citi- 
zens, seems to the writer very much worth 
while. 

The telephone, the inmates, and the 
home at Curtiss Place are at the service 
of both the farmers and the children. 
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THE DEFENSELESS CHILD 

All difficulties arising from the child 
work are adjusted as nearly as possible 
on the lines of the golden rule. 

A combination of circumstances has 
caused the work to be more largely among 
boys than girls. In the past five years 
about 400 children have found homes, 
temporary or permanent, in McHenry 
and adjoining counties. 

With more financial aid and some im- 
provements in our laws the movement 
could progress, beyond the limit of pres- 
ent dreams, into remarkable accomplish- 
ment. It is hoped that many readers may 
receive more than a transitory impulse to 
increase the work, so successful under 
present conditions, thus joining with 
the child workers of the world, until upon 
their victorious banners is inscribed, " The 
Defenseless Child Is the Defended 
Child." 
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The Work 



It may be well to insert here some of 
the child stories the writer published in 
the Marengo Republican-News. A pe- 
rusal of the following will enable the 
reader better to understand defenseless 
childhood in northern Illinois : 

THE DEFENSELESS CHILD. 

NOTES FROM CURTISS PLACE. 

"So many questions come to me re- 
lating to the Chicago Child's Work in 
our vicinity, it seems well to give the 
public more information regarding the 
matter. 

"Sympathy and assistance usually fol- 
low where there is a larger comprehen- 
sion of this great field of humanitarian 
effort. 

"Within the past three years many Chi- 
cago children have found temporary hap- 
piness, mental and physical advancement 
in outings at Curtiss Place, supplemented 
by the gracious kindness and hospitality 
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THE DEFENSELESS CHILD 

of friends and neighbors, who thus gave 
an impetus to the great work so steadily 
and permanently becoming /history in Mc- 
Henry and adjoining counties — namely, 
the increase in our population by secur- 
ing homes for Chicago children largely 
with our agriculturists, whose need for 
help is so great that they are constantly 
sending in orders for the poor, neglected., 
sorrow-stricken children of the overflow- 
ing city by the lake. As the writer 
grasped the possibilities for lightening hu- 
man woe on the one hand, and turning 
undeveloped, untrained children into 
channels of future usefulness, she became 
a volunteer worker, and gladly and often 
welcomes Mr. E. R. G>lby's little can- 
didates for future citizenship, who remain 
for hours, or weeks, at Curtiss Place un- 
til they are placed in homes for long or 
short periods of time, each life story be- 
ing adjusted, to conditions as wisely as 
possible, under all the circumstances. 

"During the summer days the calls for 
boys, more especially, are so nufnerous 
it is often difficult to supply the demand. 
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THE DEFENSELESS CHILD 

So it happens that the farmers are fast 
becoming missionaries, ministering to the 
needs of 'The Defenseless Child/ of 
whom there are such numbers in our 
Prairie State. It takes valuable time and 
unlimited patience to train these untaught 
children of our great city. Their value 
is small to the farmer until he has been 
given time to train both mind and body- 
to habits of usefulness. 

"Orders for boys far outnumber orders 
for girls as they near the age of helpful- 
ness. This fact is reversed during baby- 
hood and early childhood. Then six girl 
babies are ordered for adoption to one 
boy baby. 

"America, unlike India, adores femi- 
nine babyhood. 

"If we knew all of the determining 
causes in these cases, we doubtless would 
cover them with a mantle of charity as 
broad as we are wont to cover the overt 
acts of children in our own community. 
Many Chicago children are winning the 
affection of people in the homes where 
they are now residing, and receiving 
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words of kindness and cheer, together 
with mental and material assistance. All 
this, and more, is a positive necessity if 
we are to have successful citizenship in 
some future tomorrow. 

"There is a mistaken idea afloat in the 
thought that a majority of the children 
come from the slums. That some come 
from poorest, darkest Chicago, is true. 
That others come fromi homes of more or 
less refinement, but sickness, death and 
financial disaster are among the causes 
which send the children to the care of 
others. Many beautiful children are neg- 
lected arid underfed through the neces- 
sity of parent or parents going from the 
home to battle for bread and clothing, 
too often not sufficient for the needs of 
a large family. The causes that send the 
children adrift are as numerous as the 
sands of the sea. 

"Only a few foundation causes can here 
be briefly mentioned. First, ignorant par- 
entage, to whom the science of eugenics 
is as ia dark, unexplored mine ; self grati- 
fication, the paramount thought, love and 
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duty to the unborn child undiscovered. 
Another foundation cause lies in the self- 
ish greed of universal man, in permitting 
corporations or individuals to mass finan- 
cial ability and so to control natural re- 
sources that millions of beings are virtu- 
ally enslaved before birth. 

"All children permitted to be born into 
this world should receive care and educa- 
tion. If not provided by parents, then 
every government should regard it a priv- 
ilege properly to rear the defenseless 
child. Until humanity learns its unity 
in a consecrated, Christly brotherhood, 
the universe must groan in the travail of 
its own Ignorance. In the child work 
evil reports travel faster than good. Be- 
cause the writer wishes to minimize evil 
and speed the good, is the reason for 
penning these lines. 

"Out of about 400 children placed in 
this vicinity, fewer than one-half dozen 
have committed any serious or semi-seri- 
ous acts since arriving here, and some of 
these have been greatly enlarged by re- 
port. 
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"People who have been long in the 
child work have lived to see many a life 
made useful and beautiful throug"h change 
of environment. The safety of a nation de- 
pends on the present redemptive features 
of its growing childhood. 

"Every one of these children coming to 
us from the great city is a story bound 
in human flesh. 

"They come to us from many sources. 
Some children come as boarders, benev- 
olent societies being responsible for the 
board. Sometimes some struggling par- 
ent pays a part or a whole of the board, 
glad to have their dear ones in the safe 
homes in the country. But figuratively 
speaking, the great clearing house for 
childhood is the juvenile court, where 
both judges and jury and probation offi- 
cers and interpreters endeavor to do 
'something for the child, rather than 
something to the child.' Not all children 
in juvenile court are delinquent. Neg- 
lect, death, sickness, poverty, desertion, 
divorces, etc., etc., all play a part in these 
awful tragedies. 
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"When older, wiser humanity have 
learned their lessons, there will be no de- 
linquent children, for the brotherhood of 
man will so care for these little ones that 
children will be nurtured and protected 
before the delinquent or criminal stage is 
reached. 

"The writer has been deeply interested 
in all the proceedings and paraphernalia 
of the court ;' its hospitals, sewingf-room, 
kitchen and schools, and last, though not 
least, the great work being done by Dr. 
Healy, who examines, mentally and phys- 
ically, all cases, giving and retaining a 
correct, searching history of each case. 
This research work is to be published to 
become volumes of information for so- 
ciological workers in future years. This 
work is made possible through a vast 
benevolent fund donated for the purpose. 

"The unselfish, capable .men and women 
of the present hold within their hands the 
future success or defeat of these helpless 
children. As we 'mete life out to them, 
shall it be meted out to us more abun- 
dantly in both worlds.' These children, 
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from babyhood to ages nearing early 
manhood and womanhood, are sent by 
the court to many institutions or schools. 
But the writer believes no line of work 
for them as yet is more successful than 
the farm homes of our agricultural com- 
munities. 

"All honor to the farmers and their 
wives, who are veritable missionaries in 
their endeavor to chisel into beauty and 
usefulness these defenseless children of 
our over-crowded municipalities. 

"If the echoes of stories of sorrow from 
our juvenile courts could be heard 
through every nation, it would disarm 
criticism, augment love in the heart, and 
increase the giving power of mankind 
until every helpless child in the world 
would become a patriot, because its coun- 
try would be a loved parent." 

ON THE HONOR ROLL. 

"Since the early summer days. Mas- 
ter Alexie Z. (ten years of age) has re- 
sided in the attractive home of one of 
our successful farmers, a few miles south 
of Marengo. 
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"Treated with the same kindness that 
is shown the children of the household, 
the boy's affections are now centered in 
this home. In this happy environment he 
has advanced in mental and physical 
stature. These good reports I have se- 
cured from his teacher and from members 
of the household. This little Lutheran 
lad, in a family of the same religious be- 
lief, fits into conditions admirably. Every- 
thing in the line of farm work a boy of 
his age is fitted for, his benefactors have 
taught him. Ideal boys in ideal homes 
would be the highest ideal in this work, 
but as boys and homes are both often 
defective, the aim is to work both factors 
in the best way possible under all cir- 
cumstances. 

''Our greatest need is for ideal homes 
in which these children may receive their 
future training. 'Working out our own sal- 
vation' in any world mean's entering any 
door of opportunity and helping to push 
doors open for ourselves and others. 

"All the good things in the above rec- 
ord is duplicated in a fifteen-year old 
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lad residing with one of our farmers over 
north, near Seven Bridges. The husband 
and wife in this home are greatly attached 
to the lad and report obedience and indus- 
try on the boy's part, with no desire to 
return to Qiicago. This lad, just merging 
into manhood, has been most fortunate 
to reside in this home during the past 
year. Readers all, tell others of the work, 
that many more defenseless children may 
be saved from, the pitfalls of the great 
city." 

DRAMATIC EVENTS IN CHILD LIFE. 

"Truth, stranger and more interesting 
than fiction, could be writen in story 
from the life histories of Master Albert 
W. and George G., so recently dwelling 
in the vicinity of Marengo. But I will 
briefly sketch an outline for the many 
friends so frequently expressing by word 
and deed deep interest in these little 
stricken lives, so often more sorrowful 
than can be puit upon paper. 

"The father of Master A. died several 
year ago. Romance and tragedy and 
poverty came into the mother's life, and 
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the lives of her several children. She be- 
came a wage earner, while the children 
played upon the street and received their 
education, which did not, however, oblit- 
erate the refined manner and speech of 
Master A. When the lad was eight years 
of age he was absolutely fearless. His 
chief delight was in holding up street cars 
and delaying transportation, etc. Even 
street car conductors of Qiicago do their 
best not to run over babies, so Master 
A. lived to enjoy many an exciting scene 
in this line until the juvenile court sent 
him to the country. He behaved beauti- 
fully until one day a fine opportunity oc- 
curred to intimidate a dashing carriage 
team, and then it was that the man be- 
hind the team quickly jerked up his 
horses and struck a terrific blow with the 
whip upon the hand of this youngster. 
The sting was felt for many -a day and 
the writer hopes the stranger who so ef- 
fectually cured the child of his mania may 
read these lines, for he saved a soul in 
this world; the boy gradually became a 
helpful, obedient, attractive child. 
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"There were remarkable events in the 
life of sickly, nervous George G., whose 
life Ayas one of great sorrow until he, too, 
became a ward of the State. After many 
months of splendid physical growth, 
brought about by wholesome country liv- 
ing, this obedient, handsome lad of nine 
summers attracted the attention of a dis- 
tant relative, in whose peaceful home of 
plenty the lad is now friend, companion, 
son." 

LITTLE JOHN. 

"The subject of this sketch is probably 
better known in this community than 
any other child pictured by the pen of 
the writer. 

"The life of little John, from his birth 
to the time he came into the hands of the 
Chicago Bureau of Charities, was one 
train of sadness, full of pathos and trag- 
edy. 

"It has been one chain of gradually- 
growing gladness from the day he first 
started in the new life. Dwarfed in soul 
and body, for lack of care and nourish- 
ment, he has wonderfully responded to 
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the forming conditions of country teach- 
ing and country life, until he is a remark- 
able example of what environment will 
do for the uplift of the defenseless child, 

"One early summer day in 1910 little 
John arrived at Curtiss Place in charge 
of Mr. E. R. Colby, whose six feet of 
anatomy, towering above the diminutive, 
half-starved bit of humanity, with bright 
eyes atnd pinched features, made a picture 
long- to be remembered. Soon after Mr. 
Colby departed the little bright eyes were 
deluged with a stream of tears because 
his great big friend had gone, and the 
little mind was not certain that it was at 
all contented in its new environment. 
Now, little John had less to leave in the 
great city than any child ever coming to 
Marengo, and more to gain, yet he was 
the first lad to shed tears at the change. 
From the garbage barrel to a home where 
three meals were soon to be served to 
him regularly was indeed a condition 
which should have made him glad, but 
all this was not yet introduced to John. 

"The writer succeeded, however, in a 
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short time in convincing John that she 
was just such a friend as he needed. She 
was gradually able to lead the little mind 
into its new conditions. 

"Passing over the many details of his 
adjustment we soon discovered that while 
we were helping and teaching and un- 
teaching, we were also being instructed 
ourselves by a lad who had received a re- 
markable education from the street, but 
naught from our public schools, as his 
main business had been in sharpening 
his faculties in evading truant officers. 
The lad was quite a mechanical genius, 
but decidedly adverse to applying him- 
self to any form of book learning. To get 
him out of this fixed habit of thought 
called for a personal study of the case, 
which soon developed in the mind of the 
writer, in the form of securing for the 
child an individual teacher. In a brief 
time the idea grew into larger proportions 
and included about thirty children in a 
summer school at Curtiss Place. 

"During the past two years the boy has 
been attending the public school. His 
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case will probably be written up in the 
great work Dr. Healy, of Qiicago, will 
publish upon the psychology of the de- 
fenseless child, in such a way that it will 
give faith to all charity workers to labor 
with renewed energy for the uplift of the 
child handicapped by heredity, knowing 
that the power of splendid environment 
may work a miracle of progress in the 
life of unformed, but growing childhood." 

A QUARTETTE OF BOYS. 

"These stories are full of cheer for peo- 
ple who are interested in *The Training 
of the Human Plant.' Noted stock farms 
have great interest for some people, but 
as long as the defenseless child is prolif- 
ically in existence, the State and nation 
should give their greatest attention to im- 
proving its human stock, though the two 
kinds of work should go hand in hand. 
Massachusetts is doing great work in 
placing children in farm homes. Other 
States are following, more or lesis suc- 
cessfully, in the same line. 

"The quartette of boys of whom we are 
now writing dwell together like brothers 
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three miles southeast of Marengo, in a 
comfortable farm home situated on a hill. 
Like a lighthouse this home stands for a 
saving station to keep helpless children 
from rocks of destruction. What this 
farmer and his wife have done, others 
can do who have love and adaptation for 
the work. In the past three years ten or 
fifteen children have been more or less 
under the kindly influences of this home. 
The present quartette seem to be quite 
permanent residents. 

"The oldest of the four, before arrival, 
had been shot with many arrows of pain- 
ful experiences and draped with clouds of 
sorrow. Now, love and splendid develop- 
ing, informing boyhood are following* in 
the line of his obedience and faithful 
service. All these things are' pointing 
toward the goal of a successful life. 

"The second lad of this quartette, Wil- 
liam, once poor, lonely, sickly, deserted, 
now a handsome, rugged lad, who bids 
fair to become some day a man of splen- 
did proportions, now declares that he will 
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run back for sure if anyone should dare 
to take him from the home he loves so 
well. 

"Now, little Harry, the Jew, comes be- 
fore me for pen painting and I cannot 
describe the pathetic picture of his nerv- 
ous, wrecked, excitable childhood of only 
a few months ago. The picture is not 
pleasant, so let us look at the sunny, hap- 
py school boy of the present. Here par- 
ental love joins forces with a Jewish char- 
ity and sends the child to the country to 
grow into splendid condition under more 
favorable circumstances than the great 
city can give a growing child. 

"The last of my quartette is little ten- 
year-old Joseph, whose life holds more 
sorrow than childhood should ever know. 
May the reader listen and respect his 
story and help the writer to secure for 
the lad a permanent home. For this he 
is hoping and faithfully, patiently, obe- 
diently performing daily duties, so I can • 
give him a good recommendation. He 
has an active brain, willing hands, and so 
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much needs a home. May these lines open 
some hospitable door to this worthy lad, 
the last of the quartette!" 

Note. — The lad now has an excellent 
permanent home. 

ROMANCE AND TRAGEDY OF A BABY. 

"Not many moons ago the writer was 
informed that a wee baby girl would be 
placed in her hands for disposal if she 
would accept the charge. 

"As the child was insufficiently nour- 
ished and clothed, and winter days were 
at hand, immediate decision became nec- 
essary. A responsive yea was gpiven and 
the little one taken from parents whose 
sad experience with other babies induced 
them to part with this child for its own 
good. Not a Chicago baby, but a Mc- 
Henry County baby, its little earthly 
light would have flickered out before it 
scarcely had a beginning had it not been 
for the fact that several Good Samaritans 
gave the needed assistance, passing the 
little one on into conditions of prosperity. 
For a defenseless child to be bom a 
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girl gives it more chances of securing a 
permanent home in this . land of ours. 
Within a few brief weeks this little one 
passed from abject poverty to affluence. 

**Now she is beautifully gowned and 
cared for by a trained nurse, whose duty 
is to attend to her every need ; the loved 
daughter of foster parents who have long 
waited her desired arrival. The human 
plant, like a flower, or a tree, must have 
environment beneficial to growth. Tan- 
gled underbrush of weeds, or over crowd- 
ed human beings, are not conducive to 
individual development. Until enlarged 
conditions give opportunity for develop- 
ment, the ancestral traits of character 
will never properly be known. 

"When every human being has a chance 
to live up to its Divine heredity, 
then, and not until then, shall we be able 
to prophesy the possibilities of the de- 
fenseless child." 



LITTLE G- 



Tbe subject of this sketch belongs to a 
type of childhood described by physicians 
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as subnormal. The peculiarities of sub- 
normal children range from slight defects, 
which may be helped or cured, to incurable 
defects, either physical or mental. If the 
little, struggling life has the right kind of 
help in the early formative years, many 
things can be done, by giving the subnormal 
child plenty of fresh air, the proper and 
balanced rations of nourishing food, cap- 
able personal teaching, and a wholesome 
environment. It is a very sad thing for a 
child to be deprived of a real home life and 
become the ward of the State or benevolent 
institutions. These conditions are bom of 
past and present necessities. Great changes 
must come before child culture can reach 
any degree of perfection. 

Institutions are working under many 
limitations and adverse conditions. Un- 
trained, incapable help, insufficient funds 
and political logrolling are some of the ob- 
stacles that disturb the welfare of helpless 
childhood. 

Little G , being a fair sample of sub- 
normal childhood and very early commit- 
ment to institutional life, a brief summary 
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of his life will give the reader an idea of 
the quality of thousands of our coming 
citizens. 

Physically very comely, unnourished, 
however, eight years of age, six years in 
size, mentally singular (but not immediate- 
ly observable) , after a time one will wonder 
if the child is a dual personality or a being 
with one half of the brain blighted and the 
other half developed. Sometimes the lad 
will appear about four years old; at other 
times, will surprise one with ideas, and a 
mimicking power, and the tantalizing facul- 
ties of a boy twelve years old. 

The child does not sleep normally; kid- 
neys weak and bowels under no control. 
The last two conditions are a very frequent 
affliction of the institutional child. 

And what are we going to do about it? 
Are we unwise enough to let the stream 
widen and widen, or are we going to im- 
prove or shut off the supply? Every citi- 
zen, and especially every tax payer, has a 
right to protest against the procreation of a 
defective, criminal, or insane population. 
The right to obtain a license to marry and 
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raise children commences where odier peo- 
ple's rights b^in. Every human being has 
a right to inquire whether the primary race 
instincts of his neighbor are going to pot a 
harden of nnjost taxaticm on him or his 
home. Are these instincts to mn riot, on- 
controlled bv any consideration of the 

rights of other people? Little G is 

only one of thousands of similar children, 
and one of the least defective; brought to 
Marengo for possible beneficial results, but 
probably several years too late to save even 
this one of the great numbers of subnormal 
children that must weaken the brain and 
brawn of our Republic. 

THE DEFENSELESS CHILD. 

MRS. JOSIE CURTISS ANSWERS MANY QUES- 
TIONS ABOUT THE WORK. 

"The story of the defenseless child, like 
the story of *The Arabian Nights,' is per- 
petually continuous. At this time the 
writer wishes to talk to the people who 
have already taken, or are intending to 
take, somebody's child into their homes. 
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To many . people the objectionable fea- 
tures freeze them into inaction ; to others, 
their own pressing needs of even poor 
help push them into action. Only the 
few perceive and act upon, the matter be- 
cause of the individual and national good 
of a future citizenship. The world does 
not so much need more births as it needs 
a righteous care of children now born. 

"Questions like the following are fre- 
quently presented to me for replies : 

" *Can we take children on trial?' 'How 
long before we can return them if not 
desired ?' 'Are we liable if they run away ?' 
'What if they lie or steal?' 

"Replies: Children can be taken on 
trial. Give me two weeks' notice and 
they will be otherwise cared for. 

"If they run away you are not respon- 
sible. Let them run. If you perceive 
runaway symptoms, strenuously advise 
against it. If they are juvenile court 
children, the children will multiply their 
troubles. If they steal or show indica- 
tions, see to it that you have not thought- 
lessly left mopey, jewelry, or clothing in 
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places to tempt poor, stranded souls 
whose needs or training impels them to 
4ake what they see so plentifully near at 
hand. 

"If they lie, ask the advice of wise par- 
ents or school teachers who have this mat- 
ter to deal with frequently in children 
quite remote from Chicago. 

"Summary: Feed the children and 
clothe them comfortably. Be patient and 
kind, willing to teach. Keep temptation 
of all wrong from the receptive child 
mind. Place all things good before the 
developing soul. Become imbued with the 
13th chapter of First Corinthians. For- 
give the defenseless child 'Seventy times 
seven.' Sometime, somewhere, you will 
know 'What shall the harvest be.' 

"As to the fears expressed to me re- 
garding disease will say that every court 
child is thoroughly examined before being 
placed in any community. All contagious- 
diseased children are carefully segregated 
from others. Children, not court chil- 
dren, like children in our own community, 
have no legal examinations. In the opin- 
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ion of the writer, all children should hold 
a health certificate before being admitted 
to our public schools. In this way whoop- 
ing cough, measles, diphtheria, sore eyes, 
small pox, etc., would seldom amount 
to serious contagion in any community. 

"The stream of these defenseless chil- 
dren has widened and widened until 
many, many homes in this and adjoining 
counties have one or more of the chil- 
dren to care for. May the good work in- 
crease during the coming years is the 
prayer of the workers." 

The thoughtful reader may inquire, 
"Is the child-work always successful it\ 
the country? Is there no seamy side, no 
difficulties to surmount ? " 

Frankly, yes; just as much trouble as 
is to be found in any family of growing 
boys, multiplied by the number of boys. 
The workers deal with them as would 
kind and helpful parents. They do not 
inform the neighbors or augment dis- 
agreeable characteristics that might prove 
unpleasant memories to the defenseless 
child. We ask that others may help us, 
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thus decreasing^ the flow of children into 
our State institutions and decreasing our 
taxes. We can choose the poorer method 
of education, or we can give them home 
and care and make them respected citi- 
zens of the commonwealth of Illinois. 

FrcMn the Chicago Tribune, the follow- 
ing informing items have been selected: 

"The alarming needs of children in our 
g^eat cities are not as recent as they may 
seem to those who have discovered in the 
recent 'child welfare exhibit' the first 
striking knowledge of these varied child 
conserving activities. For example, the 
fifty-ninth annual report of the New York 
Children's Aid Society has just been pub- 
lished. As things go in America this pre- 
sents a long perspective of activity, and 
the sense of age as well as of remarkable 
accomplishment is deepened by that sec- 
tion of the report which tells of the so- 
ciety's work in providing homes for or- 
phan and deserted children. Among these 
former wards the society records two gov- 
ernors, two congressman, two sheriffs, 
two district attorneys, one city attorney, 
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one judge of the Supren^ie Court, four 
other judges, thirty-five lawyers, eighty- 
nine teachers, two college professors, 
eighteen journalists, twenty-four clergy- 
men, etc., a capital showing. Over 4,000 
entered the army or navy ; 465 are clerks. 

"It is estimated that 87 per cent of chil- 
dren so placed prosper. Most of them are 
found homes in New York State, natur- 
ally, but it is interesting to note that 
Kansas comes next. During the last year 
655 have been placed. 

"But this is only part of the splendid 
work done by this society. It maintains 
a farm school for boys who lieed proper 
discipline and training to overcome spe- 
cial tendencies to vagrancy and delin- 
quency. Of 3,000 applying for admission 
last year, 1,083 were admitted and 551 
were so improved as to be procured situ- 
ations. The expenses of this school were 
only $32 a head. 

"During the year 8,125 homeless boys 
were sheltered at the society's lodging 
houses and fifty girl wage (Kimers pro- 
vided for at the Elizabeth Hotel, a new 

39 



THE DEFENSELESS CHILD 

institution. There is also a home for evict- 
ed mothers with children, of whcwn 766 
were taken care of during* the year. 
There is an industrial school for Italians 
attended by more than 1,200, and all the 
society's schools provide for 12,000. 
Dental clinics are maintained, a home for 
convalescents, seaside homes at Coney 
Island and Bath Beach, a summer home 
at Ossining, a boys' camp at Denville, N. 
J., where 890 boys were g^ven outings 
last summer, and a mission for sick chil- 
dren. 

"The work thus done is tremendous. 
But the society is calling for more funds. 
In the second richest — or is it the rich- 
est? — city in the world such results as are 
shown in the fifty-ninth report should 
bring generous response. 

"Whether grave social evils arising 
from ignorance, poverty, and disease are 
to continue to diflFuse poison in the body 
politic, a check upon national progress, a 
blemish upon our civilization, largely de- 
pends upon whether we have wisdom 
enough to provide for these curative and 
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preventive agencies; To permit children 
to grow up under destructive conditions 
and then to punish them after they have 
become wasters or destroyers is not mere- 
ly unjust. It is a social incompetency and 
stupidity." 
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The Defenseless Child 

Who are the defenseless children? 

We usuially think of the orphaned, the 
half orphaned, the underfed, and the de- 
serted children as being particularly de- 
fenseless children; material needs so ap- 
peal to the casual observer. 

The deeper, farther-reaching needs of 
childhood miust be sought by the world's 
thinkers ; and then they must be repeated- 
ly presented to the public before the ava- 
lanche of human thought will amalgamate 
into action and destroy the errors which 
have for centuries prevented, prenatally 
and postnatally, rising generations from 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness. 

The white man caught the black man 
and for generations doomed his children 
to slavery. Circumstances, combined 
with the resistless tide of human thought 
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focused upon union and liberty, snapped 
the chains and set the prisoners free. 
Because of a lack of thought as to the 
higher conception of duty to the unborn, 
all races doom their own children to 
bondage, by forcing (for selfish desire) 
the seeds of life into material existence 
without first considering the greatest 
good of the defenseless child. 

While little children are injured by 
the conditions of unjust labor, and are 
bom handicapped by shameful diseases, 
wherein the children of both rich and 
poor must suffer the penalty of ancestral 
sin and evil environment, in abnormalities 
and degeneracy, those who escape need 
not feel flattered that the human race is 
very near the highest stages of evolution. 
When mere children go out to win bread 
and butter for babes and other children, 
people call it a necessity of the home that 
compels such conditions. The truth is, 

44 



THE DEFENSELESS CHILD 

that parental ignorance and lust enslave 
the defenseless child ; while our industries 
take advantage of these fast-repeating lives 
from mercenary motives. 

Oh! child labor is cheap. Unplanned, 
uncared-for births supply the market. 
Those who do not die, help to fill our 
alnnshouses and reformatories. We need 
to ponder, then act upon the thought 
once expressed by Henry Drummond, 
who said, "God is all for quality; man 
is for quantity. The immediate need of the 
world at this moment is not more of us, 
but a better brand of us." 

The question of race suicide pales by 
the "side of race neglect and race miurder. 
Like children, we cry and fuss and blame ; 
while the unfit, the ignorant, the diseased, 
the criminal continue the vocation of 
parentage, the young starve, or feed and 
prey upon the public. 

The galling chains that bind millions 
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of little children in helpless bondage, the 
fetters locked by unthinking parents, 
cause a slavery so awful that it is enough 
to invoke the souls of dead men made 
more perfect to arise in defense of help- 
less childhood. 

People shuddered when Isaac Watts 
declared that the lower regions were 
"crammed with infants damned without 
a day of grace." Many of us now know 
that he expressed an absolute fact, un- 
deniably true on this plane of existence. 

The writer believes that child welfare in 
its last analysis becomes a question of in- 
telligently applied eugenics; a greater ques- 
tion than the world has even before dis- 
cussed; a question that will never down un- 
til it is settled right. In that time the de- 
fenseless child will have become the ward 
of all nations; the world its protector. 

From conception to maturity, the de- 
fenseless child has a case in the courts 
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of equity. Adult humanity should re- 
spect the rights of the unborn, or be de- 
prived of the creative power which they 
use to disseminate destructive forces 
through the life of a nation. 

The seeds of human life should be 
evolved through love sown by the laws 
of intelligence, to grow and thrive in 
images fit for the use of Wisdom Su- 
preme. 

People are awakening from long nights 
of sleep upon this greatest of all ques- 
tions. We heed to think and act upon 
the words expressed by another : 

"It is not enough to know that we are 
fools, but we must quit it." 

When man's interior thinking rises to 
higher levels, the defenseless child will 
experience something of Heaven in the 
world that now is. 

In this educational primary world the 
Voice Divine has ever been vibrating be- 
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tween matter and spirit, urging humanity 
to higher planes of evolution. The fact 
that man is slow in perceiving and grasp- 
ing his spiritual powers accounts for the 
truth expressed in the long ago: "Miauy 
are called but few are chosen." Peopling 
the earth is mainly done by untrained and 
bungling and unreflecting workers. 

The rights of childhood are pressing hard 
upon the doors of antiquated thought. The 
hinges will give way and human progress 
will pass many Gibraltars of ignorance into 
the promised land where the defenseless 
child shall become heir to kingdoms per- 
ceived J?y faith transformed into realities. 

Man is slowly awakening from inertia, 
not only upon child welfare, but upon 
kindred subjects that affect individuals 
and nations. 

Disturbing sounds are in the atmos- 
phere; constituencies are arousing to 
action in the desire of better representa- 
tion in halls of legislation. 
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Political fear-bells ring* long* and loud- 
ly and in the tones we hear notes indi- 
cating that personal, social, and govern- 
mental questions must have a hearing 
before the tribunals of justice and fair 
dealing. 

Materialization into earthly realities is 
preceded by action in the world of 
thought; and in the settling of all great 
questions the sacrifice of slowly-educated 
millions contributes to the welfare of 
other generations made able to live more 
abundantly in wiser and happier centur- 
ies. 

Social, political, financial, educational 
and industrial conditions are important 
factors in the unsolved problem of the de- 
fenseless child. 

If the child is raised to higher levels, 
many co-related, questions must also rise 
in the scales of human thought and hu- 
man endeavor. Now, warring factions 
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sometimes make the child the football of 
politics; to be tossed about, with little 
thought of the best interests of the sen- 
tient beings to be affected for good or evil 
by the self-seekers, who are after the 
sugar plums of politics instead erf absorb- 
ing information distributed by people in- 
terested in child welfare. 

Injustice to so helpless a creature as 
a little child is so manifestly unjust that 
good people will some day cease to toler- 
ate it; not even under the guise of par- 
entage. 

Possession of the physical powers of pro- 
creation should not give the unfit permission 
to enslave, corrupt, or immorally train the 
defenseless child, either before or after its 
birth. 

The searchlight of truth illumines one 
emphatic fact, that idealizing parental 
love and becoming emotional over mother 
love is popular, but sometimes greatly 
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lacking in judgment and care regarding 
the defenseless child. 

What love means for the welfare of 
the child depends not so much upon the 
quantity as upon the quality of affection 
given. 

Fatherhood and motherhood and real 
love mean care and protection; but de- 
sertion, divorce, intoxicants, immorality, 
and kindred evils teach us that the State 
or nation must often supply fathers and 
mothers for defenseless children. The 
government that will not properly care 
for its children will pay for its folly in 
supporting asylums and penitentiaries. 

Every child born into the world should 
have ample opportunity for the normal 
development of soul and body. When 
circumstances prevent such development, 
then circumstances should be moved into 
the line of progress for the best interests 
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of the defenseless child ; the material out 
of which we build power into principali- 
ties. 

Institutional life, as it is now lived in 
either benevolent or State institutions, re- 
quires many innovations if children are 
to grow into the best citizens. The great- 
est innovation needed is to empty the in- 
stitutions as rapidly as practicable into 
the many homes ready to receive children 
for short or long terms. Children, like 
plants, thrive better under individual cul- 
tivation. 

Some of our ecclesiastical institutions 
are retarding the development of chil- 
dren by the narrowness of their rules, 
which are more religious than Christian 
when they refuse to place children- in 
good moral homes that, according to their 
tenets, are not Christian because, as is 
often the case, farm homes are long dis- 
tances from church. Inconvenience or 
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lack of inclination keeps many people 
from church who would give some child 
a better training for life's duties than 
could be given by an institution through 
church creed or ritual. While children 
should be taught the principles of Chris- 
tianity, they should be protected from the 
personal ambitions of propagandists. 

For the good of defenseless child- 
hood we should work for the greatest 
good to the greatest number. In our ef- 
forts to assist childhood, the limitations 
of creed, nationality and color should be 
entirely eliminated. If any one feels very 
important over belonging to some of the 
old families let him be reminded of an apt 
remark of another who says that we "may 
get back where our lineage is too old." 
Our ancestors were all foreigners at one 
time. Some day the descendants of all 
immigrants will b1e just as American as 
time can .make them. Let us take pride in 
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the present and see to it that we are not 
sending cigarette poison and alcoholic 
insanity down the line of the present gen- 
eration, who should be able to rise and 
call us blessed. 

Effects follow causes; causes produce 
effects; disobedience to the laws of the 
ten commandments injures man in this 
world of materiality. It is logical to con- 
clude that the soul needs a clean and use- 
ful house in which to prepare for the 
life to come, whether we believe in Krish- 
na, or Confucius, or reverently bow in 
faith to the Man of Nazareth. Living 
the ten commandments will produce a 
splendid civilization; fit conditions from 
which spiritual man should make rapid 
progress. 

Some one has said : 

"The young of the irrational animals 
speedily come to the full enjoyment of 
their powers, including instinct. The 

54 



THE DEFENSELESS CHILD 

development of the young of the human- 
kind is a long and tedious process to 
maturity, giving time for the expanding 
of all their powers to do, and to discrimi- 
nate or reason. This is a period of de- 
pendency in which the children have an 
abnormal status before the law; that is, 
they are without legal responsibility or 
full legal capacity. This is the period in 
which to acquire habits of obedience in 
the house and school, which become re- 
spect for the laws in the mature citizen. 

"The Juvenile Court is bom of these 
considerations and the realization that, 
during childhood, the young are in a form- 
ative period in which to develop good 
habits and for infractions of law should 
receive correction rather than punish- 
ment." 

If human bodies are usefully to serve 
the needs of the Holy Spirit, the destroy- 
ing influences, within and without, must 
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be eliminated during the growing* periods 
of human life. Prevention instead of cure 
should long precede the age of delinquen- 
cy. Prenatal and postnatal influences 
should unite, "to make it easy for the 
child to do right and hard for it to do 
wrong." It would seem that the report 
of the Chicago Vice Commission would 
awaken even mummies to action in behalf 
of defenseless childhood. If necessary, 
drastic measures should be considered, to 
the extent of destroying the procreative 
powers of people afflicted with certain 
forms of incurable disease. 

Like thievesi in the night, social sins 
are entering homes of ignorance and 
homes of purity, contaminating genera- 
tions unborn. The virus of unhallowed 
sexuality is being scattered like thistle- 
down over the fields of humanity. The 
nature of private diseases keeps the suf- 
ferer from seeking help until the fires of 
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perdition within the body are beyond 
control. For this reason the untainted 
must ring* the alarm bells, then work 
like inspired patriots to quench the de- 
structive flames, if coming generations 
are to estape a heritage of degeneracy 
and imbecility. The only basis for a 
splendid humanity rests upon the healthy, 
normal development of the young. 

While we are trimming the branches 
of the human plant the smaller things of 
life m'ust not cloud our vision, obscuring 
the larger fields of endeavor. We must 
so adjust the telescope of the present and 
the future that we may discover the 
lights of truth on the hills and in the val- 
leys. Perceiving the needs of all peo- 
ples and all nations, may the workers con- 
solidate the best thought of the world in 
a united effort to save the defenseless 
child from the blighting influences of the 
spoilers ! 
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Ckie of the injurious influences upon 
child-life has been the silence existing 
between parent and child regarding the 
natural principles of reproduction. In- 
stead of evasion and silence, that only 
excite the curiosity, there should be a 
plain, natural explanation, according to 
the age and comprehension of the child. 
The emotional life should be taught and 
gtiarded, instead of increased by mystery. 
Parents so often seem to be deaf and 
dumb to conditions existing all about 
them in child-life. Early, very early, 
teaching must be impressed upon the 
child-mind if the child is to be saved from 
ever-present dangers. 

A recent writer said : 

"Is it not amazing that we teach in 
home, school, and church, everything ex- 
cept those deepest problems of personal 
life where joy and sorrow center and 
where shipwreck from ignorance is most 
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possible and terrible? To be sure, the 
teaching is difficult, but the need is cor- 
respondingly great ; and since many sleep, 
those of us who are awake must see to it 
that children learn the deepest mysteries 
of personal life, not from the evil-minded, 
but from the revered lips of the wise par- 
ent, friend, minister, physician or teach- 
er." 

The physical and mental life of grow- 
ing childhood should be well poised and 
balanced, that abnormal conditions may 
not develop. 

We are slowly learning that the deter- 
mined resistance — and well nigh incurable 
truancy from school — found in so many 
children, is not wholly due to perverseness, 
but, that it is possible, even probable, that 
improvements should be made in our sys- 
tem of education, better adapted to the 
present and future requirements of the 
child. 
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" Not only is this true, but the State it- 
self, which by compulsory measures assures 
children the protection of the school up to 
14, at the most critical period of all relaxes 
its hand and leaves them to drift or be 
driven by economic pressure into a world 
for which they are pitifully unprepared. 

" In Illinois the law provides that till 14 
the child shall go to school, and that be- 
tween that age and 16 the child shall either 
go to school or to work. 

" Twenty-three thousand children in Chi- 
cago left school at 14 in 1910. Half of 
these, it is estimated, could not find work. 
There is no machinery to provide for these 
unemployed. They are young and un- 
skilled. Even those who find some employ- 
ment usually find only temporary places 
which give no training and lead nowhere. 

" In short, just when the child is most at 
the mercy of external conditions for good 
or ill those conditions are at their worst. 
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Discouragement, indolence, delinquency, 
and even crime are only too likely to result. 
The State is encouraging bad citizenship, 
not building character, during the most 
constructive period of life." — Selected. 

Educational matters are bound to pass 
through marked transformations in the 
near-by years. Let us, for a moment, 
dream of a time when city children of 
certain ages and under certain conditions 
shall daily be transported to country 
farm schools, to receive a real education 
among real things; where blackboard 
frills will g^ve way to lessons among the 
trees, flowers and animals, and earth, 
air, and sky will be a part of the assets 
of the successful teacher. In some of the 
classes the doing of real things in a use- 
ful way will be paid for in real money 
or real checks, thus doing the actual busi- 
ness of life. Instead of dealing with 
abstractions, the child will secure what 
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might be termed a balanced ration in 
education, and when g^raduation day 
arrives the diploma will mean that the 
holder is fitted to gain a livelihood in 
some business, trade or profession. The 
writer prophesies that in some glad day 
we shall apply the principles used by 
Luther Burbank in plant life to child cul- 
ture, ultimately resulting in a wonder- 
fully improved humanity. 

A continuous stream of criminal, degen- 
erate, epileptic, and insane people keeps 
our cities in terror and our institutions 
overflowing. Because of these facts, sane 
people should work with all diligence, 
applying voice, pen and the ballot, seek- 
ing measures of relief involving the 
thought of ultimate cure. 

People who are in pursuit of life, right- 
eous liberty, and happiness, also citizens 
who pay taxes, have a moral, and should 
have a l^^l right to inquire into and 
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legislate upon the kind, quality and num- 
ber of children, that people are likely to 
bring into existence. The quality of the 
population in every community affects, 
assists, or afflicts every home directly or 
indirectly for good or ill. Thus it be- 
comes both a moral and a financial ques- 
tion, and a matter of the deepest con- 
sideration in planting the fields of 
humanity. 

Marriage certificates with procreative 
privileges should be granted with greater 
care in connection with a system of ex- 
amination more perfected than that re- 
quired for school teaching. It is well in 
passing to mention that several States 
have already enacted laws more or less 
stringent on this line of thought. 

Credit is due to a writer for the follow- 
ing paragraph : 

"We go into the slums of the cities and 
look into the faces of haggard men and 
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women, and then we lcx)k into the faces 
of children who have been robbed of their 
birthright by their own fathers and moth- 
ers — little ones who, in place of a splen- 
did heritage of strong minds in strong 
bodies, came into the world crippled men- 
tally, morally, and spiritually. All of 
this is due to lack of knowledge again." 
We go into some of the most beauti- 
ful schoolrooms of the nation and find 
the mentally deficient children. In such 
a school in St. Louis the teacher stated 
that some of the children were from the 
most beautiful homes of the city, and 
they were there because of the drink hab- 
it of their fathers and mothers. We find 
this lack of knowledge in the highest 
places and in the lowest places, among 
the men of genius and the toilers in the 
slums, and the people are perishing be- 
cause of it. 
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There are about two hundred thousand 
dependent children annually to be cared 
for in various ways in the United States. 
The cost of providing for them involves 
an expenditure of about twenty million 
dollars yearly. 

In the opinion of Judge Lindsey, about 
one hundred thousand children come be- 
fore the courts of this country every year. 
Judges, both wise and good, are needed, 
supplemented by a greater requisite, a 
wise constituency, who will discover the 
best plan to save the defenseless child 
from becoming delinquent. 

Placing dependent and semi-depend- 
ant children in country homes seems at 
present to be the most practical method 
of caring for needy children. Institution- 
al life can not take the place of a home 
in assisting children to evolve the best 
that is in them. On the care and train- 
ing of these youthful members of society 
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hinges the question of national prosper- 
ity, or reaping the sorrows of the sloth-^ 
ful. We cannot sow pigweed and this- 
tles and raise giant oaks. We should 
make impossible such statements as 
the following, from VonKraft Ebbing's 
"Psychopathia SexuHs," namely, that 
"there is one pervert in every eight hun- 
dred of the population." We must begin 
at the roots of life^inheritance, birth, and 
environment, if we would impress the 
child with the character of its Divine 
Parent. 

From internal revenue reports we learn 
that nearly two billion cigarettes were 
manufactured in the United States dur- 
ing the year 1911. This does not include 
several billion exempt from tax because" 
rolled by the smokers themselves. Add- 
ed to this we permit intoxicating drinks 
to injure the old and the young. We are 
too silent on social sins. We neglect 
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three hundred thousand children who die 
annually of preventable diseases, and some 
of us wax eloquent over the dangers of race 
suicide, while those already born are suf- 
fering under our industrial cars of Jug- 
gernaut and a system that does not in- 
sure decent parentage to defenseless chil- 
dren. 

Thus we continue to throw them like 
refuse on the funeral pyres of sexual, 
political, and financial greed. When we 
redress 'the wrongs of children already 
born it will be time for us to mourn over 
the privileges lost to the unborn. Veri- 
ly the souls and bodies of helpless chil- 
dren cry out for mercy, at the hands of 
the present and coming generations ! 

The child-welfare exhibits have called 
the attention of the world to many de- 
fects in our methods of dealing with 
children. 
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The present and the cx)ming century 
will doubtless witness the most remark- 
able and effective work the world has 
ever known, in progressive movements 
relating to the vital questions connected 
with childhood. 

Every normal human being is uncon- 
sciously teaching and being taught. The 
value of the lessons depends upon the 
powers of perception and assimilation, 
and this rests upon the evolution of each 
individual. The collective thought of the 
personal units, marshaled into power at 
the ballot box by wise and able leaders 
or by unwise and evil men, will preserve 
or destroy the inalienable rights of the 
defenseless child. As the child is the 
basis upon which all government rests, 
if we are thinkers we will become work- 
ers and defenders for the welfare of the 
child. 
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We need to hold larger views in rela- 
tion to our fellows. Only through a right- 
eous conception of the brotherhood of 
man and the Fatherhood of God shall we 
ever enter a state of progress which will 
produce human beings physically, mental- 
ly, and spiritually so splendidly developed 
that turning backward to the present time 
would be to resurrect the pigmy days of 
fast-receding history. 

Through faith let us work for the ful- 
fillment of our highest dreams, pointing 
others to the golden rule and the light 
that is within. Some day the inertia 
and ignorance regarding the subject of 
how to be well born will pass away, and 
humanity will be humane to their own, 
because they have received the masterful 
touch of the Nazarene, who came into 
the world that men might have the light, 
and live more abundantly. 
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God's laws are seldom immediately 
coercive. He sometimes seems gradually 
to lead us, through suflFering, to perceive 
the uses and values of the higher laws 
of our being. We must move onward 
and upward or suflFer the destructive 
forces that belong to the retrogressive. 
All things that do not work together 
for good cannot have eternal life. They 
must decay; the inevitable law towards 
God is one of life and eternal progress, 
and we should cooperate with Him in 
endeavoring to introduce the harmonies 
of His government in the human soul, both 
here and hereafter. The kind of human 
beings that are to exist on earth during 
coming time depends upon the quality of 
the seed sown by humanity. Are people 
dreaming or acting to a lofty purpose, or 
are we wandering in the lowlands of the 
flesh? One produces hades; the other 
its opposite. Salvation of the soul de- 
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pends not upon creed but upon living 
the principles of the Divine Lawgiver. 

As God evolves the beauty of the lilies 
from the cold, damp earth, so from earth- 
ly forms He would build us into the beau- 
ty of angels. A blighting process ensues 
when we resist His laws of progress and 
change. It is wise for us to join Him in 
His work of love and advancement, be- 
coming imbued with the spirit of 

"The nameless man who, amid a crowd. 
That thronged the daily mart, 

Let fall a word of hope and love. 
Unstudied from the heart; 

"A whisper on the tumult thrown, 

A transitory breath — 
It raised a brother from the dust. 

It saved a soul from death. 

"O germ ! O fount ! O word of love ! 

O thought at random cast ! 
Ye were but little at the first. 

But mighty at the last." 
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"We shall never know the wonderful 
possibilities slumbering in the brains of 
defenseless childhood until almshouses 
and hospitals shall be no longer needed 
to house the defective the saloon creates; 
until jails and prisons shall be emptied 
of its victims ; until the insanity it begets 
shall cloud the intellects of men no more ; 
until the crime it impels shall no longer 
be laid upon the souls of men ; until mur- 
der shall stop its riot and arson its car- 
nival; until men shall cease to neglect 
their offspring: until this corrupter of 
boys, this ravisher of girls> this despoiler 
of homes, shall stand condemned with 
sentence of death pronounced against it, 
arrayed for execution; until the nation 
shall hear, and hearing, be convinced; 
until dull tongues speak and dead feet 
start ; until men shall feel anew the Crom- 
well fire, the Lincoln consecration; until 
mothers need fear no more for the chil- 
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dren they bear; until childhood, robbed no 
longer of its birthright, shall receive a 
fair chance and a square deal from every 
man and woman beneath the flag." — 
Selected. 

The other side, the brighter side, of 
child life is beginning to dawn, giving 
hope and promise for humanity's larger 
destiny. We now do much to remedy the 
defects of sight and hearing of the de- 
fective child. A recent writer has stated: 
"Sociologists and criminologists, realiz- 
ing the inadequacy and futility of ridding 
society of crime by ostracizing its crimi- 
inals, have devised new methods by 
which it is believed the tide can be 
turned and the growth of delinquency 
checked. Scientific remaking of citizens 
is the method adopted by modern 
students of crime. Its efficiency has been 
determined with the same mintite precise- 
ness as has the effectiveness of smallpox 
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serum, and the more daring of the mod- 
ern physicians of society's ills have pre- 
dicted that the more serious forms of de- 
linquency can be eliminated. 

However valuable the new methods 
may be, "an ounce of prevention" must 
be more valuable than many pounds of 
cure. 

Evolutions are not brought about in a 
day nor in a year. Great problems lie in 
the matrix of centuries until thinkers 
think and workers work; then the law 
of progress receives an impetus that 
moves the public to enthusiastic action. 
The cry of the defenseless child has been 
heard by those who will not forget. The 
cry will echo and vibrate down the line 
of the centuries until it shall change to 
joy and thanksgiving. 

Among the most advanced ideas taking 
root at the present time for the benefit 
of the coming race, is the sterilization of 
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